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sixteen miles off. Besides, the prisoner urged that had this Saxton spoke true lie was not a legal witness, being then himself a prisoner and taken in actual rebellion in the defeat of the Duke of Moninouth, and might swear to save his own life. Upon the whole matter my lord was acquitted, every one of the peers declaring him. not guilty. Some persons condemned the lawyers for advising the King to bring a peer to trial upon so slender evidence. Others said the King having put him. in prison, it was fit he should have his public trial, lest it should be thought he had been detained without any matter against him. When the trial was ended I saw the King was very angry with Saxton, and he declared the next clay that he should be first indicted for per jury and then hanged for high treason.
January 18. I dined with my Lord Chancellor, where my Lord Mayor of London was invited and some other gentlemen, After dinner the Chancellor, having drunk smartly at table (which was his custom) called for one Montfbrt, a gentleman of his that had been a comedian, an excellent mimic, and to divert the company, as he called it, made him give us a cause, that is, plead before him in a feigned action, where he acted all the principal lawyers of the age, in their tone of voice, and action or gesture of body; and lliu.s ridiculed not only the lawyers, but the law itself. Tina, I confess, was very diverting, but not so prudent as I thought for HO eminent a man in. so great a station of the law; since nothing could get a man more enemies than to deride those whom they ought most to support.
January 21. I received notice from my lieutenant at York that the day the Countess of Strafford's body came there to be buried (being attended by several gentlemen of the country, and a guard out, of my company), the rabble, to tear off the escutcheons from the hearse, had made an assault upon them, when the soldiers endeavouring to beat
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